
International Advance Journal of Engineering, Science and Management (IAJESM)  
January-June 2023, Submitted in June 2023, iajesm2014@gmail.com, ISSN -2393-8048 

 Multidisciplinary Indexed/Peer Reviewed Journal. SJIF Impact Factor 2023 =6.753 

Volume-19, Issue-III  91 

The Politics of Liberation: Resistance Movements in Toni 

Morrison's Literature 
Neetu Bala (English Dept.), Research Scholar, SunRise University, Alwar (Rajasthan) 

Dr. Eisha Sharma, Assistant Professor (English Dept.),SunRise University, Alwar (Rajasthan) 

ABSTRACT 

Toni Morrison's literature stands as a testament to the enduring legacy of resistance 

movements within the African American experience. Through her novels, Morrison delves into 

the complexities of oppression, reclaiming agency, and asserting humanity in the face of 

adversity. This paper explores Morrison's portrayal of resistance movements, examining the 

historical context, dynamics, and intersectionality of liberation struggles within her works such 

as "Beloved," "The Bluest Eye," and "Song of Solomon." By weaving narratives of resilience, 

collective action, and self-discovery, Morrison challenges readers to confront uncomfortable 

truths and reimagine possibilities for a more just and equitable society. Through her nuanced 

exploration of resistance, Morrison leaves an indelible mark on the literary landscape, 

inspiring generations to confront systemic injustice and envision paths toward liberation. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Toni Morrison, born Chloe Ardelia Wofford on February 18, 1931, was a prolific American 

novelist, essayist, editor, and professor. She was renowned for her unparalleled literary prowess 

and profound exploration of African American experiences, particularly focusing on themes of 

race, identity, memory, and trauma. Morrison's literary career spans several decades, during 

which she produced a rich body of work that has left an indelible mark on American literature. 

Some of her most notable novels include "Beloved" (1987), "The Bluest Eye" (1970), and 

"Song of Solomon" (1977). These works have garnered critical acclaim and numerous awards, 

including the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1993, making 

Morrison the first African American woman to receive this prestigious honor. Throughout her 

career, Morrison fearlessly confronted the legacies of slavery, racism, and systemic oppression, 

shedding light on the complexities of the African American experience while challenging 

readers to confront uncomfortable truths about the nation's history. Her prose was characterized 

by its lyrical beauty, rich symbolism, and profound insight into the human condition. In 

addition to her contributions as a novelist, Morrison was also a trailblazing editor, working for 

nearly two decades at Random House, where she championed the works of emerging African 

American writers and helped amplify marginalized voices in literature.  

 
Toni Morrison 

Toni Morrison's impact extends far beyond the realm of literature. Her work continues to 

inspire generations of readers and writers, fostering important conversations about race, 

memory, and the pursuit of justice. Morrison's legacy as a literary giant and cultural icon 

remains unparalleled, cementing her status as one of the most influential figures in 

contemporary literature. She passed away on August 5, 2019, leaving behind a towering legacy 

that will endure for generations to come. Toni Morrison's literary oeuvre stands as a testament 

to the power of storytelling in confronting the myriad injustices woven into the fabric of 

American society. Central to her work is a profound exploration of resistance movements, 
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through which characters navigate the complexities of oppression, reclaim agency, and assert 

their humanity in the face of adversity. Morrison's narratives serve as a mirror reflecting the 

struggles of marginalized communities throughout history, inviting readers to bear witness to 

the indomitable spirit of those who dare to challenge the status quo. Long-term power, 

exploitation, and marginalisation can lead to resistance to oppression and dominance. Strong 

subaltern and marginalised discontent is resistance. Non-hegemonic groups use resistance to 

challenge social dominance. Resistance seeks to find marginalised voices and silent individuals 

overlooked by dominating structures. It aims to centralise marginalised groups by challenging 

dominant social systems. Unjust and brutal dominance forces cause violence. Resistance from 

weaker sections is seen as a fight against class-caste awareness that harms oppressed groups in 

the nation. In his book Dominance and Resistance (1989), D. Miller defines resistance as a 

means of expanding and clarifying human consciousness. Freedom is seeing through and 

challenging conditions that prevent individuals from understanding their life conditions. This 

study views resistance as a non-violent act for identity affirmation, rather than as a means of 

asserting authority. Consider it as an act of emancipation from the weaker portion against 

dominant structures, rather than just a denial of power. Asymmetrical power relations 

advantage the dominant in androcentric societies, leading to resistance. Resistance enables 

individuals to disrupt the social-cultural order and bring about societal reforms. These resistive 

activities can be unified or isolated.  

African-American resistance seeks to challenge dominant structures and claim their due. Black 

people saw resistance as a journey towards emancipation and independence, not just rejection 

of established norms and practices. Blacks must resist to maintain their identities in mainstream 

culture. Toni Morrison offers African-Americans a unique perspective on themselves, unlike 

whites in her writings. In The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison contrasted Jane and Dick Primer's 

white household with Black families. According to the first primer, Geraldines symbolise the 

unattainable ideal white family for Blacks. It is the only Black family that may be ideal, yet it 

is unhappy. Morrison intentionally omits punctuation marks in the primer to represent anarchy 

in an otherwise organised universe. In the next primer, the lack of punctuation marks highlights 

the order issue in the Black family, specifically the Breedlove family. She uses school primer 

to resist. She exposes the false image of the white society and challenges the established quo, 

forcing readers to confront reality. Primer depicts a complex environment where Black 

individuals are caught between two unapproachable worlds: one of idealistic whites who lack 

contact to Blacks, and the other of dismal Blacks. This situation causes the Breedlove family 

to feel neither comfortable in the White world nor in the Black world. The writer creates white 

supremacy through a primer, then uses techniques such as punctuation mark removal and word 

spacing to challenge it. She makes a primer unrecognisable and exposes white society's 

hollowness. In her book "Contesting Ideologies: Deconstructing Racism in African-American 

Fiction," Justin Bailie argues that Morrison's "The Bluest Eye" critiques White language and 

ideology by subverting a school primer that promotes Whiteness. Morrison critiques education, 

society, and religion to challenge the use of language and privilege the language, idiom, and 

culture of the Black community. (24) Morrison replies in oppressive language, rejecting 

language hegemony. The primer challenges the idealised white family image offered in the 

masters' narrative and offers an alternative to White hegemony by reversing the narrative 

method. Sula begins The Bluest Eye by recounting how the Black people were deceived into 

settling in the steep area of Medallion. The narrative follows Sula from 1919 to 1965, focusing 

on the changes in the Black community via the figure of Nel. The latter chapters of this 

literature explore resistance and the issues faced by these individuals owing to industrialization. 

Beloved follows former slave Sethe, whose story inspired this slave narrative. The story 

follows her journey from slavery in the north to freedom in Ohio after the Civil War. In addition 

to depicting evil and brutality, the novel highlights the fortitude and endurance of an African-

American slave seeking freedom. Sethe fights and asserts her individuality successfully. She 

does it by resisting. She employs storytelling to reconstruct Sethe's horrific history. African-
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American women face victimisation from both Whites and their own community due to race, 

gender, and sexuality relations. They endure White and Black guy gaze. Violence is often 

employed by dominant groups to marginalise others, but it can also be utilised by oppressed 

communities to express their opposition. These characters utilise resistance to deny the 

dominant group's superiority. Morrison's female characters exhibit many types of resistance, 

including violence. In "Mothering Violence: Ferocious Female Resistance in Toni Morrison's 

The Bluest Eye, Sula, Beloved and A Mercy," Amanda Putnam suggests that female characters 

in Toni Morrison's works use violence to escape oppression in White patriarchal societies, 

where Black women face social and racial dominance, exclusion, and rejection. By using 

violence against individuals in their community or family, they divert and change their 

impotence. (25-26)  

In the public domain, violence is used to challenge power structures and break unfair 

dichotomies, whereas in the home arena, it is used to gain authority within the family. Morrison 

challenges the traditional view of home as a place of care, strength, courage, and love, 

presenting it as a site of resistance. Violence is used by the powerless to assert their identity 

and gain control over oneself. Blacks are not oppressed in this household environment, but 

rather the subjects. This private space confronts white supremacy and offers Blacks a place to 

regain respect that is denied to them openly. With the Peace family as her main point, Sula 

characterises the home as a centre of female dominance, highlighting the discrepancy between 

spaces. The mother-daughter pair of Eva and Hannah Peace depicts the use of violence for 

public reassurance. According to Sula, this type of violence can cause emotional distance 

between persons, but it also facilitates the development of a female self as Eva gives Hannah 

the ability to experience emotional detachment. (76) While public spaces can dominate 

individuals, the private realm can help them reclaim their identity. 

A World Doomed? 
 Several critics have argued that Morrison's The Bluest Eye depicts a doomed black American 

world incapable of resistance, self-regeneration, or change due to the black community's 

internalisation of white beauty standards and Pecola's tragic fate. Linda Dittmar (1990), Keith 

E. Byerman (1993), Patrice Cormier-Hamilton (1994), and Malin Walther Pereira (1997) have 

all argued that the novel shows white racism's success in shaping and controlling black 

subjectivity rather than its resistance. According to Byerman (1993), “In The Bluest Eye...the 

destructiveness of control rather than the creativity of negation predominates” (p. 100). 

Cormier-Hamilton (1994) appears to agree. She sees the effectiveness of the dominant white 

ideology in Morrison's work in the characters' unthinking copying of its forms and aesthetic 

standards. As long as the protagonists stay under white dominance and fail to create a new 

identity that can oppose the white aesthetic, The Bluest Eye represents a common condition in 

minority and colonial cultures. This dominant/dominated situation is the first step in a three-

stage development model that all minorities and dominated communities endure in relation to 

hegemonic culture. Cormier-Hamilton uses Elaine Showalter's three-stage model of female 

subcultures to support her claim, but it turns out to be a rehash of Frantz Fanon (1967)'s three-

phase schema for decolonizing the native mind and liberating it from colonial discourse (pp. 

178-9). In “The Female Tradition,” Showalter (1977) describes the initial phase of a subculture 

or minority as “long-term imitation of the prevailing modes of the dominant tradition, and 

internalisation of its art standards and views on social roles.” Once a minority culture 

recognises its distinctive identity and obtains power, it enters a second phase characterised by 

protests against standards and values and demands for autonomy. A third phase involves “self-

discovery, a turning inward freed from some of the dependency of opposition, a search for 

identity” (p. 13). Based on this “stage-ist” paradigm, Cormier-Hamilton (1994) concludes that 

“In studying Pecola from a psychological perspective, one can say that Pecola and much of her 

community are trapped in Showalter’s first phase of growth for a subculture” (p. 116). 

According to Pereira's (1997) postcolonial analysis of Morrison's career trajectory, the 

minority/Fanonian model—which Cormier-Hamilton cites to support her position—seems to 
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be lauded by Pereira in her postcolonial analysis of Morrison's work's evolution. According to 

Pereira, Morrison's earlier works highlight the negative consequences of white American 

"colonisation" on African American individuals and communities, while her later works move 

the emphasis to examine "decolonized" African American culture and history (p. 72). Pereira, 

following in the footsteps of Cormier-Hamilton, suggests that Morrison's early work, The 

Bluest Eye, depicts an African American society so "totally" colonised by white ideology that 

it is unable to envision itself outside of the predetermined parameters set by the white 

oppressor. Up until Tar Baby, she claims, Morrison's main female characters have been 

"engulfed by white ideals of beauty." As the story comes to a close, Pecola's derangement and 

fixation on white beauty reflect "a cultural insanity that threatens the Black community's 

identity and strength" (p. 74). Although Tar Baby (1981) and Beloved (1987) purport to show 

a process of "decolonization" in action, they actually show how the white aesthetic supremacy 

in The Bluest Eye gives way to a "plurality of beauty ideals," giving Black characters "aesthetic 

and cultural choices" (p. 75) in light of this shift. Even if she takes a different tack, Justine 

Baillie (2003) appears to agree with this assessment as well. In her later works, Morrison "came 

to regret this portrayal of Pecola as a pitiful victim, and marginal existence no longer precludes 

choice and will," she says (p. 35). Aside from the fact that the Black world depicted in The 

Bluest Eye is wholly subjugated by colonial powers, Pereira's main point is that the author's 

project is constrained in both breadth and character by the reliance on opposition. For instance, 

Morrison's radical endeavours are undermined by the fact that "The Bluest Eye is framed with 

a deconstructive dialogue with the 'Dick and Jane' children's books." This is because Morrison 

continues to rely on the frames of colonial discourse, even while subverting them. According 

to Pereira, Morrison's writing "breaks free" from "white ideas, aesthetic or otherwise" in her 

later works. This liberation is marked by a shift in emphasis in books like Beloved and Jazz, 

which mainly address "black history" from "an African American cultural perspective" (1997, 

p. 74). According to Robin Small-McCarthy (1995), Morrison's usage of subtle sound 

references in 1970's The Bluest Eye and a gradual shift towards a more comprehensive jazz 

aesthetic in 1992's Jazz are examples of his progressive development of musical discursive 

strategies (p. 377). Using this shift as part of her framework, Pereira (1997) contends that 

Morrison's evolving literary career's increasingly positive push towards Black self-identity and 

the quest for freedom is largely accounted for by the shift from a blues to a jazz aesthetic, as is 

evident from her title choices. In contrast to jazz, which is based on improvisation and 

syncopated rhythms, blues songs typically adhere to a strict, predetermined structure. This 

structure gives each musician in the band the freedom to express themselves according to their 

mood, how they're interacting with one another, and even the audience. Pereira argues that 

Morrison's transition to jazz in her later works allows her to rethink her blues-influenced stories 

and investigate different interpretations and avenues of inquiry. "Unlike Pecola, Violet is not 

'the bluest I,' although she has the blues; instead, she is violet, a colour suggesting a more 

nuanced understanding of the complex realities before her" (p. 78), as an example. Pereira 

argues that jazz "cannot finally be determined" since it proves that meaning is multifaceted and 

problematic. By letting signifiers float freely, we can demarcate between cause and effect, 

arche and telos: "[T]here is a freedom and lightheartedness associated with signifying." As long 

as there is no ultimate signified, meanings can continue to play out, and this freedom prevents 

the forced closure of signification structures (p. 77). As a result, the book and its characters are 

freed from the shackles of repressive and deeply ingrained meanings and values, specifically, 

the transcendental signifieds cherished by "the ideology of the white aesthetic," to use a phrase 

from Terry Eagleton's enlightening book (1990).1 To the contrary, as suggested by Pereira, 

The Bluest Eye allows white beauty standards to dictate the destinies of black characters and 

makes Pecola invisible (p. 77; see also Walther, 1990, p. 777). "There is no Derridean free play 

at work in the interpretation of [Pecola's] Blackness; unequivocally, in her case, this Blackness 

is read as ugliness, and it is this reading that condemns Pecola," (p. 189), as pointed out in a 

comparable context by Mermann-Jozwiak (2001). The idea that Morrison's blues strategy in 

mailto:iajesm2014@gmail.com


International Advance Journal of Engineering, Science and Management (IAJESM)  
January-June 2023, Submitted in June 2023, iajesm2014@gmail.com, ISSN -2393-8048 

 Multidisciplinary Indexed/Peer Reviewed Journal. SJIF Impact Factor 2023 =6.753 

Volume-19, Issue-III  95 

The Bluest Eye hinders rather than permits a clearer conception of resistance is effectively 

implied by Pereira, which is unsustainable, as we will demonstrate. Morrison has stated on 

multiple occasions that jazz has been an influential force in her work from The Bluest Eye 

onwards, but she would have us believe otherwise, since both she and her characters were 

unable to escape "colonial discourse" and enjoy the "deconstructive" advantages of jazz until 

Jazz (1992).  

 

One can never relax when listening to jazz. No last chord is played. I may feel an unfinished 

business lurking beneath. As a listener, you can never get enough of music. Because I long for 

the sensation of holding something back and the knowledge that there is more to come, of 

knowing that you can't have it all at once, I aspire for my works to have that quality. (p. 155, 

1994).  

 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MORRISON'S VISION 
Morrison's literary canvas is intricately interwoven with the threads of history, particularly the 

legacies of slavery, Jim Crow segregation, and the civil rights movement. Through her novels, 

she unveils the enduring impact of systemic oppression on African American communities, 

illuminating the pervasive nature of racism and its insidious effects on individual and collective 

identity. Morrison's vision of resistance transcends mere acts of rebellion; it encompasses a 

profound quest for liberation and self-determination. Her characters embody the resilience of 

marginalized communities, refusing to be defined by the constraints imposed upon them by 

society. Whether through overt acts of defiance or subtle acts of subversion, Morrison's 

protagonists challenge hegemonic structures, asserting their humanity in the face of 

dehumanization. Morrison's exploration of African American history often begins with the 

legacy of slavery. This institution, which persisted for centuries in the United States, has left 

an indelible mark on the collective consciousness of African Americans. Morrison's novels, 

such as "Beloved," delve into the psychological trauma inflicted by slavery, illustrating how 

its effects reverberate through generations. The period following the abolition of slavery saw 

the rise of Jim Crow laws, which enforced racial segregation and perpetuated systemic 

inequality. Morrison's novels, including "The Bluest Eye," are set against the backdrop of this 

era, exploring the ways in which racism permeated every aspect of African American life. 

She came of age during the Civil Rights Movement, a pivotal moment in American history 

characterized by mass mobilization against racial segregation and discrimination. While her 

novels often reflect the struggles of this era, they also interrogate the limitations of formal legal 

equality in addressing deeper forms of oppression. Morrison's vision of history is deeply 

intersectional, recognizing the ways in which race intersects with other forms of identity, such 

as gender, class, and sexuality. Her characters often navigate multiple axes of oppression, 

highlighting the complex interplay of power dynamics within society. 

"Beloved" (1987): "Beloved" is set in the aftermath of the Civil War, during the period of 

Reconstruction in America. It explores the enduring trauma of slavery, particularly focusing 

on its psychological and emotional toll on individuals and families. Morrison draws upon 

historical events such as the Fugitive Slave Act, the Underground Railroad, and the horrors of 

slavery to create a vivid backdrop for her narrative. In "Beloved," she confronts the legacy of 

slavery head-on, emphasizing the profound and lasting impact it has on the lives of her 

characters. Her vision is to shed light on the horrors of slavery while exploring themes of 

memory, trauma, and identity. Through characters like Sethe, Denver, and Beloved, Morrison 

examines the complexities of motherhood, sacrifice, and the quest for freedom. The novel 

serves as a haunting exploration of the lingering effects of historical trauma and the resilience 

of the human spirit. 

"124 was spiteful. Full of a baby's venom." (Page 3) 
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Set in the aftermath of the Civil War, "Beloved" confronts the legacy of slavery and its 

psychological toll on individuals. The opening line sets a haunting tone, introducing readers to 

the haunted house where the novel's events unfold. 

"The Bluest Eye" (1970):  "The Bluest Eye" is set in the 1940s, against the backdrop of the 

Great Depression and the Jim Crow era in America. It explores the pervasive influence of 

racism and white supremacy on African American communities, particularly focusing on the 

internalized racism experienced by its characters. Morrison paints a vivid picture of the socio-

economic struggles and systemic injustices faced by African Americans during this period. In 

"The Bluest Eye," she confronts the damaging effects of racism on individual self-worth and 

identity. Her vision is to expose the ways in which societal beauty standards perpetuate cycles 

of oppression, particularly for Black women and girls. Through characters like Pecola 

Breedlove, Claudia MacTeer, and Frieda MacTeer, Morrison delves into themes of race, class, 

gender, and beauty, challenging readers to confront uncomfortable truths about the nature of 

privilege and power. 

"Quiet as it's kept, there were no marigolds in the fall of 1941..." (Page 5) 

Set against the backdrop of the Great Depression and the Jim Crow era, "The Bluest Eye" 

explores the destructive effects of racism on individual self-worth. This opening line alludes to 

the absence of beauty and hope in the lives of the characters. 

"Song of Solomon" (1977): "Song of Solomon" is set primarily in the mid-20th century, 

against the backdrop of the Civil Rights Movement and the quest for racial equality in America. 

It explores themes of family, heritage, and identity within the context of African American 

history and culture. She incorporates elements of folklore, mythology, and historical events to 

create a rich and layered narrative. In "Song of Solomon," she   traces the journey of self-

discovery and liberation undertaken by the protagonist, Milkman Dead. Her vision is to explore 

the complexities of African American identity and history, highlighting the importance of 

ancestral legacy and cultural heritage. Through Milkman's odyssey, Morrison examines themes 

of flight, freedom, and the search for belonging, ultimately celebrating the resilience and 

endurance of the African American spirit. 

                              "You wanna fly, you got to give up the shit that weighs you down." (Page 

179) 

"Song of Solomon" traces the journey of self-discovery and liberation, emphasizing the 

importance of shedding burdens to achieve freedom. This famous line encapsulates the novel's 

central theme of flight and the pursuit of identity. 

THE DYNAMICS OF RESISTANCE 
Resistance can take various forms, from overt acts of rebellion to subtle acts of defiance. In 

literature, characters may resist oppression through acts of protest, rebellion, or defiance 

against unjust laws and social norms. They may also engage in forms of cultural resistance, 

such as preserving traditions, language, and cultural practices that defy assimilation and affirm 

identity. Resistance can be carried out individually or collectively. Individual resistance may 

involve acts of personal defiance or self-assertion in the face of oppression. Collective 

resistance, on the other hand, involves solidarity and collective action, where individuals come 

together to challenge systemic injustice and effect social change. In literature, characters often 

find strength and solidarity in collective resistance movements, amplifying their voices and 

mobilizing for change. 

Psychological resistance involves the assertion of agency and dignity in the face of 

dehumanization and trauma. Characters may resist internalized oppression by reclaiming their 

narratives, asserting their humanity, and refusing to be defined by societal stereotypes or 

expectations. Psychological resilience and resistance are often central themes in literature, 

particularly in narratives that explore themes of trauma, survival, and resilience. 

Intersectionality acknowledges that individuals experience oppression differently based on 

intersecting factors such as race, gender, class, sexuality, and ability. Intersectional resistance 

involves recognizing the interconnected nature of various forms of oppression and organizing 
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across different identities to challenge systemic injustice. Characters in literature may navigate 

intersecting forms of oppression and engage in intersectional resistance movements that 

address the complexities of identity and power dynamics. Literature plays a powerful role in 

documenting and amplifying narratives of resistance. Through storytelling, authors like Toni 

Morrison depict the struggles and triumphs of marginalized characters as they navigate systems 

of oppression and assert their agency. These narratives of resistance serve to inspire readers, 

challenge dominant narratives, and envision alternative futures rooted in justice and equality. 

In "Beloved," the dynamics of resistance are intricately woven into the fabric of the narrative, 

particularly in the characters' struggles to confront and overcome the traumas of slavery. Set in 

the aftermath of the Civil War, the novel follows Sethe, a former slave haunted by the memory 

of her infanticide. Sethe's act of killing her own child, Beloved, emerges as a form of resistance 

against the dehumanizing institution of slavery, as she chooses death over a life of enslavement 

for her daughter.  Additionally, Sethe's community in Cincinnati, particularly characters like 

Denver and Baby Suggs, embodies collective resistance through their efforts to create a sense 

of belonging and community in the face of racial oppression. Through acts of solidarity, 

storytelling, and communal support, the characters in "Beloved" resist the erasure of their 

humanity and reclaim agency over their lives. 

In "The Bluest Eye," Morrison explores the dynamics of resistance through the lens of 

internalized racism and the quest for self-acceptance. The novel centers on Pecola Breedlove, 

a young African American girl who internalizes society's standards of beauty and yearns for 

blue eyes as a symbol of acceptance and worth. Pecola's desire for blue eyes serves as a 

poignant metaphor for the ways in which racism distorts self-perception and perpetuates cycles 

of oppression. Despite the pervasive influence of racism, characters like Claudia and Frieda 

MacTeer resist internalized oppression through acts of defiance, empathy, and self-affirmation. 

Through their narratives, Morrison highlights the resilience and agency of individuals who dare 

to challenge societal norms and affirm their humanity in the face of adversity. "Song of 

Solomon" explores the dynamics of resistance within the context of African American history 

and identity. The novel follows the journey of Milkman Dead, a young man on a quest for self-

discovery and ancestral legacy. Milkman's odyssey unfolds against the backdrop of the Civil 

Rights Movement and the legacy of slavery, as he grapples with questions of identity, 

belonging, and liberation. Throughout the novel, characters like Pilate, Guitar, and Hagar 

embody different forms of resistance, from Pilate's defiance of societal norms to Guitar's 

militant activism. Milkman's own journey of self-discovery and reckoning with his family's 

past serves as a form of resistance against the erasure of African American history and the 

pursuit of individual and collective liberation. 

INTERSECTIONALITY AND COLLECTIVE ACTION 
Central to Morrison's portrayal of resistance is the recognition of intersectionality, wherein 

race, gender, class, and other intersecting identities shape individuals' experiences of 

oppression. Morrison's characters navigate overlapping systems of domination, highlighting 

the interconnectedness of various liberation struggles. Whether through communal bonds, 

grassroots organizing, or acts of solidarity, her characters find strength in unity, challenging 

oppressive structures and envisioning alternative futures. Moreover, Morrison emphasizes the 

importance of collective action in effecting social change. Throughout her works, characters 

come together to resist injustice, forging alliances rooted in shared struggles and aspirations. 

From the underground networks of escaped slaves in "Beloved" to the grassroots activism of 

the Civil Rights Movement in "Song of Solomon," Morrison celebrates the power of collective 

resistance in challenging entrenched systems of oppression. 

In "Beloved," Morrison vividly depicts the intersecting oppressions faced by Sethe and other 

characters. Sethe's experiences as a formerly enslaved Black woman are shaped not only by 

her race but also by her gender and the trauma of slavery. Other characters, such as Denver and 

Baby Suggs, also grapple with the complexities of their identities within the context of systemic 

racism and patriarchy. Despite the deep scars of slavery, the characters in "Beloved" form 
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connections and alliances that serve as sources of strength and resistance. Baby Suggs creates 

a space for communal healing and empowerment, while Denver and Sethe support each other 

in confronting the ghostly presence of Beloved. These acts of solidarity illustrate the 

importance of collective action in overcoming trauma and reclaiming agency. Morrison 

explores the intersectionality of race, class, and gender through the lens of young Black girls 

like Pecola Breedlove. Pecola's experiences of internalized racism and self-hatred are 

influenced not only by her race but also by her family's socioeconomic status and gendered 

expectations. Morrison delves into the ways in which these intersecting identities shape 

Pecola's sense of self and her interactions with the world. While "The Bluest Eye" primarily 

focuses on individual experiences, Morrison also highlights moments of collective action 

within the Black community. For example, Claudia and Frieda's friendship provides mutual 

support and resistance against the oppressive beauty standards imposed by white society. 

Additionally, the novel's narration by Claudia serves as a collective voice that challenges 

dominant narratives and uplifts marginalized perspectives. Morrison explores the intersecting 

dimensions of race, gender, and class through the character of Milkman Dead and his quest for 

identity. Milkman's privileged upbringing as a wealthy Black man contrasts with the 

experiences of characters like Guitar Bains, who face economic hardship and systemic racism. 

Through these characters, Morrison illustrates the complexities of Black life and the diverse 

ways in which individuals navigate intersecting systems of oppression. In "Song of Solomon," 

collective action takes various forms, from the community solidarity depicted in Milkman's 

hometown of Southside to the more militant resistance embodied by Guitar and the Seven 

Days. Guitar's involvement in the Seven Days, a group that seeks vengeance against racial 

injustices, underscores the importance of collective struggle in confronting systemic 

oppression and seeking justice. 

THE LEGACY OF RESISTANCE 
Morrison's literature leaves an indelible mark on the literary landscape, offering profound 

insights into the complexities of resistance and liberation. Her works serve as a testament to 

the enduring spirit of those who refuse to be silenced, challenging readers to confront 

uncomfortable truths and reimagine possibilities for a more just and equitable society. In 

"Beloved," Morrison declares, "Freeing yourself was one thing, claiming ownership of that 

freed self was another." In this assertion lies the essence of Morrison's vision of resistance – 

the ongoing struggle to assert one's humanity in a world that seeks to deny it. Centering Black 

Voices and Experiences: 

Morrison's works serve as a platform to amplify Black voices and experiences that have often 

been marginalized or silenced in mainstream narratives. By placing Black characters at the 

forefront of her stories and delving into the complexities of their lives, she challenges dominant 

narratives and expands the literary canon to reflect a more inclusive and diverse perspective. 

She fearlessly confronts the legacies of slavery, segregation, and discrimination that continue 

to impact African American communities. Through novels like "Beloved," "The Bluest Eye," 

and "Song of Solomon," she delves into the psychological, emotional, and intergenerational 

effects of these traumas, refusing to shy away from the discomforting truths of America's past. 

Morrison's writings are imbued with a deep sense of cultural pride and heritage, celebrating the 

richness and diversity of African American traditions, folklore, and spirituality. By reclaiming 

and affirming Black identity, she empowers her characters to resist the erasure of their history 

and embrace their cultural legacy as a source of strength and resilience. Morrison's narratives 

often serve as critiques of systems of power and oppression, including racism, sexism, and 

classism. Through nuanced characterizations and intricate storytelling, she exposes the ways 

in which these systems perpetuate inequality and injustice, while also highlighting the agency 

and resistance of those who challenge them. Morrison's writing serves as a catalyst for social 

consciousness and activism, encouraging readers to confront uncomfortable truths about 

society and take action to effect change. Her works provoke critical reflection on issues of race, 
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identity, and power dynamics, sparking important conversations and inspiring individuals to 

advocate for justice and equality. 

In "Beloved," she addresses the enduring legacy of slavery and its impact on African American 

identity. Set in post-Civil War Ohio, the novel revolves around Sethe, a former slave haunted 

by the trauma of her past and the ghost of her deceased daughter, Beloved, who represents the 

horrors of slavery. Resistance is depicted in various forms throughout the novel. Sethe's act of 

killing her own child, to spare her from a life of slavery, can be seen as an act of resistance 

against the dehumanization and brutality of the slave system. Moreover, the community's 

support and solidarity with Sethe, as well as their efforts to confront and reckon with the 

traumas of slavery, exemplify resistance against the erasure of African American history and 

experiences. In "The Bluest Eye," she explores the corrosive effects of white standards of 

beauty on African American girls and women. The protagonist, Pecola Breedlove, internalizes 

these standards and longs for blue eyes as a means of escaping the racism and abuse she faces. 
"The Bluest Eye (1970)  Morrison's debut novel explores issues of race, beauty standards, and 

self-worth through the story of a young African-American girl named Pecola Breedlove who 

yearns for blue eyes.” 

Resistance in this novel is depicted through characters like Claudia, who challenges societal 

norms and rejects the white beauty standards imposed upon her. Claudia's refusal to conform 

and her embrace of her own identity serve as acts of resistance against the cultural hegemony 

that perpetuates racism and self-hatred. 

 "Beloved" (1987) - Arguably Morrison's most famous work, "Beloved" tells the story of Sethe, 

a former slave haunted by the trauma of her past and the ghost of her deceased daughter. The 

novel grapples with themes of memory, trauma, and the legacy of slavery." "Song of Solomon" 

follows the journey of Macon "Milkman" Dead III, as he searches for his family's history and 

his own identity. Set against the backdrop of racial oppression and economic disparity, the 

novel explores themes of flight, liberation, and self-discovery. Resistance is evident in 

Milkman's quest for autonomy and self-awareness, as he breaks away from the constraints of 

his family and societal expectations. His journey represents a defiance against the limitations 

imposed by race and class, as he seeks to reclaim his own agency and heritage. "Song of 

Solomon  (1977)  Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award, this novel follows the 

journey of Macon "Milkman" Dead III as he embarks on a quest to uncover his family's history 

and identity. It explores themes of flight, liberation, and ancestral legacy." 

CONCLUSION  
Toni Morrison's exploration of resistance movements in her literature serves as a poignant 

reminder of the ongoing struggle for liberation in the face of systemic oppression. Through her 

nuanced portrayals of characters navigating the intricacies of resistance, Morrison invites 

readers to bear witness to the resilience, courage, and humanity of those who dare to defy the 

status quo. In doing so, she leaves an enduring legacy that continues to inspire generations to 

come, urging us to confront the past, reckon with the present, and envision a future rooted in 

justice and equality. 
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