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Abstract
The concept of subalternity, originating from Antonio Gramsci’s theory and expanded within
postcolonial and feminist discourse, unveils the voices suppressed by dominant power
structures. This paper delves into the thematic exploration of subalternity in the works of Bama,
Sara Aboobacker, and Pratibha Ray. Through a close analysis, the paper examines how these
authors foreground marginalized identities, whether from Dalit communities, Muslim women,
or tribal groups. With particular attention to gender, caste, and class intersectionality, the
research underscores the intricate dynamics of resistance against hegemonic forces and calls
for greater societal equity and justice.
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1. Introduction
Subalternity is a lens through which marginalized identities are recognized, particularly those
silenced in socio-political discourse. The term derives from Antonio Gramsci's theory of
"hegemony,” where the subaltern group is excluded from political, economic, and social
domains. The works of Bama, Sara Aboobacker, and Pratibha Ray powerfully exemplify such
exclusion and offer critique through narratives centered on Dalit, Muslim women, and tribal
identities, respectively.
The purpose of this paper is to explore how these authors confront structures of inequality and
reframe the narratives of marginalized individuals. Bama offers an insight into Dalit life
through personal and communal reflections. Aboobacker critiques Muslim patriarchy, while
Ray illuminates the silenced lives of tribals. Collectively, they shed light on both the socio-
cultural conditions faced by these groups and the resistance against hegemonic forces that
reinforce marginalization.
2. Theoretical Framework
This study builds its theoretical understanding of subalternity using key texts and concepts
from Gramsci, Spivak, and Hooks. Gramsci’s theory of cultural hegemony reveals how
marginalized groups are systematically excluded from historical and political agency. Gayatri
Spivak’s essay, "Can the Subaltern Speak?" explores the complexities of giving a voice to those
silenced by dominant social narratives, interrogating the very idea of representation itself.
Moreover, Bell Hooks' work on intersectionality offers critical insights into how social
categories such as race, gender, and class are interconnected within systems of oppression.
The framework will guide the analysis of how these writers leverage literature as a means of
disrupting hegemonic structures, using storytelling not just for representation, but also as a
subversive act aimed at reclaiming agency and challenging patriarchal, caste-based, and classist
norms.
3. Representation of Subalternity in Bama’s Works
Bama, a Dalit woman writer, brings a lived, personal perspective on the suffering caused by
caste-based oppression. Her works, primarily Karukku and Sangati, intricately blend
autobiographical elements with narratives of collective Dalit resistance. Bama’s choice to write
in Tamil and her blending of oral traditions give her work an authenticity that resonates with
Dalit struggles. By writing about a marginalized Dalit woman’s experiences in such a deeply
personal and rooted way, Bama transforms literature from being a passive reflection to an
active site of resistance.
Moreover, her focus on the relationship between Dalit women and the broader socio-economic
hierarchies further emphasizes their intersectional experiences of oppression. Dalit women
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bear the brunt of patriarchy and casteism, and Bama’s depiction goes beyond mere
victimhood— it illustrates empowerment, resilience, and solidarity among Dalit women.

4. Subaltern Consciousness in Sara Aboobacker’s Narratives

Sara Aboobacker's works provide a deep critigue of Muslim social practices, focusing
primarily on the intersecting oppressions that women face within a patriarchal Muslim society.
In her novel Chandragiriya Teeradalli (Breaking Ties), Aboobacker gives voice to Muslim
women living at the crossroads of traditional and modern forces. Women like the protagonist
of Chandragiriya Teeradalli navigate harsh traditionalist demands, but Aboobacker unveils
their inner resistance to prescribed roles.

Aboobacker’s works also evoke the urgent need to question the traditional framework within
Muslim communities, where religious orthodoxy often collides with women’s personal rights.
Aboobacker challenges these societal constraints not just through stories, but through a careful
portrayal of the social dynamics that condition Muslim women’s struggles.

5. The Marginalized Tribal Voices in Pratibha Ray’s Works

Pratibha Ray's Yajnaseni and Adibhoomi tackle tribal subalternity, discussing the alienation,
exploitation, and dispossession faced by indigenous people. Ray uncovers the rich cultural
heritage of these communities, while offering critiques of the exploitation faced at the hands
of modernity, land encroachments, and economic marginalization. Ray’s lyrical style amplifies
the internal landscape of tribal communities, detailing their connection to the land and their
preservation of knowledge that sustains not just material survival but also spiritual dignity.
Pratibha Ray’s works challenge historical and colonial narratives that depicted tribals as
backward or primitive, offering a new paradigm for understanding tribal autonomy and
resistance against dominant structures. She stresses the preservation of tribal culture against
external influences and critiques modernity’s failure to include these communities in national
progress.

6. Findings and Discussions

The works of Bama, Sara Aboobacker, and Pratibha Ray distinctly highlight a common thread
of resistance against the dominant societal structures. Through innovative storytelling, each
writer challenges hegemonic social systems based on caste, gender, and ethnicity, giving voice
to their silenced communities.

Bama portrays Dalit subalternity by showcasing the deep, emotional journey of Dalit women
to reclaim their space in a world governed by rigid caste hierarchies. Aboobacker takes this
further in the Islamic context, where women struggle not just against caste but also patriarchal
religious forces. Ray focuses on tribal voices, evoking an urgent call for cultural preservation
amidst social and environmental degradation. Each author’s work represents the strength found
in subaltern resistance, which is more than just survival—it is a transformation in how
marginalized groups engage with social systems.

Their narrative styles, with vivid local color, advocacy for justice, and internal reflection,
underscore the need for social reform while emphasizing solidarity across marginalized
communities.

7. Conclusion

In conclusion, the works of Bama, Sara Aboobacker, and Pratibha Ray contribute significantly
to postcolonial and feminist discourse, particularly concerning subaltern identities. Through
their compelling characters and socio-political critiques, these authors challenge mainstream
ideologies and provoke discussions on the intricacies of gender, caste, and tribal exclusion.
Their storytelling is not merely a passive expression of lived realities but a dynamic resistance
that empowers readers and urges them toward a collective introspection about social and
cultural justice. This research reinforces the transformative potential of literature, showcasing
how it may act as a vehicle for change, and emphasizing the continual relevance of subaltern
discourse.
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