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Abstract
Michelle Cliff, a prominent Caribbean-American writer, explores the complex intersections of
colonialism, race, gender, sexuality, identity, and cultural displacement in her literary works.
Her novels challenge dominant colonial narratives and recover marginalized histories and
voices that have often been excluded from conventional representations of Caribbean society.
This study examines selected novels of Michelle Cliff, focusing particularly on Abeng (1984),
No Telephone to Heaven (1987), and Free Enterprise (1993). Through these works, Cliff
investigates the lasting psychological and cultural effects of colonialism on individuals and
communities. Her protagonists frequently experience fractured identities as they negotiate
between Caribbean heritage, colonial education, racial hierarchies, and Western cultural
values. The study also examines Cliff’s representation of women and her critique of patriarchal
structures, highlighting the intersections between gender, race, class, and sexuality. Her use of
fragmented narratives, historical reconstruction, symbolism, and multiple perspectives enables
her to question official versions of history and foreground suppressed experiences. The selected
novels demonstrate how memory, resistance, and the recovery of cultural identity can function
as forms of opposition to colonial domination. By conn%ting personal experiences with
broader historical and political realities, Cliff creates a literary space in which marginalized
identities can be articulated and reclaimed. This study. therefore explores how her fiction
contributes to postcolonial and feminist literary discourse and offers a critical examination of
Caribbean history, identity, and resistance.
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