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Abstract 
Buchi Emecheta is one of the prominent Nigerian women writers whose fiction explores the 

complex social, cultural, and economic realities of African women. Her novels offer a critical 

examination of gender inequality, patriarchy, motherhood, marriage, identity, migration, 

education, and the struggle for female autonomy. This study undertakes a detailed analysis of 

selected novels of Buchi Emecheta, focusing on the representation of women and their 

experiences within traditional African society and changing cultural environments. The study 

examines how Emecheta’s female characters confront social restrictions, domestic 

responsibilities, economic hardships, and cultural expectations while attempting to establish 

their individual identities. Her novels also highlight the tensions between tradition and 

modernity, particularly in relation to women’s education, marriage, family relationships, and 

personal freedom. Through realistic characterization and autobiographical and socio-cultural 

dimensions, Emecheta challenges conventional representations of African womanhood and 

presents women as individuals capable of resistance, self-discovery, and transformation. The 

study further explores the impact of colonialism, migration, and urbanization on gender 

relations and personal identity. Emecheta’s treatment of motherhood and female survival 

reveals both the burdens imposed upon women and their capacity for resilience. Overall, the 

study argues that Emecheta’s selected novels provide significant insights into the intersection 

of gender, culture, class, and identity, making her work an important contribution to African 

literature and feminist literary discourse. 
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