N

International Advance Journal of Engineering, Science and Management (IAJESM)

Muticisciplinary, Indexed, Double Blind, Open Access, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed-International Journal.
SJIF Inpact Factor =7.938, January-June 2024, Submitted in Janvary 2024, ISSN -2393-8048
Socio-Economic Factors Influencing Congress Party Support in
Rural Haryana

Pankaj Kumar, Research Scholar, Political Science, The Glocal University Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh
Dr. Ritesh Mishra, Professor, Research Supervisor, Glocal School of Art & Social Science, The Glocal University,
Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh

ABSTRACT
This study examines the complex relationship between socioeconomic characteristics and
support for political parties, with a particular focus on rural Haryana's Indian National
Congress (INC). The varied socioeconomic environment seen in Haryana's rural areas is
influenced by cultural dynamics, educational possibilities, economic inequities, and
agricultural methods. In these areas, the INC has historically maintained a strong political
presence due to a variety of factors, including wealth, educational achievement, diversity in
the workforce, and accessibility to basic services like infrastructure and healthcare. Electoral
choices are also greatly influenced by gender dynamics, community networks, and caste
affiliations. This study attempts to identify the fundamental factors that influence Congress
party support in rural Haryana through a thorough examination of socioeconomic profiles and
past political alignments. The study emphasizes the impact of local socioeconomic conditions
and government policies on electoral outcomes by highlighting variations in support levels
across different locations through the examination of case studies and empirical data. In the
end, this study advances knowledge of rural political dynamics and offers perceptions that
can guide future political plans and socioeconomic initiatives meant to increase popular
support and promote inclusive growth in rural Haryana.
Keywords: Socio-Economic, Congress Party, Rural Haryana.

1. INTRODUCTION
Situated in the northern plains of India, rural Haryana has a varied and intricate socio-
political landscape characterized by its agricultural legacy, heterogeneous population, and
socio-economic inequalities. The region's main economic activity is agriculture, and each of
its districts demonstrates a different level of production and modernization. Complex caste
relations, community relationships, and local identities are all woven into the cultural fabric
of rural Haryana, and they all have a big impact on political behavior and election results.

1.1.Importance of Understanding Socio-Economic Factors in Political Party Support
Deciphering the processes of electoral politics in rural Haryana requires an understanding of
the socio-economic foundations of political party support. Voter opinions and preferences are
significantly influenced by socioeconomic considerations, including income levels,
educational attainment, access to healthcare, and infrastructural development. Election results
and voter loyalty are typically influenced by these variables when they interact with past
party memberships, the efficiency of local government, and local development initiatives.
Examining these dynamics sheds light on how political parties, such as the Indian National
Congress (INC), plan and interact with rural voters in order to win over votes.
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1.2.Research Objectives of the Study
This study aims to investigate the socio-economic factors that influence Congress party
support in rural Haryana, with specific research objectives:
e To identify key socio-economic indicators influencing voter preferences and political
alignments.
e To analyse the historical context and evolution of Congress party support in rural
areas.
e To assess the impact of socio-economic policies and developmental initiatives on
electoral behaviours.
e To examine regional variations and demographic nuances shaping political outcomes
in different constituencies.
2. LITERATURE REVIEW
Sihag et.al (2020) The research conducted by Sihag investigates the connection between
political parties and the attitudes of voters within the context of Haryana's assembly elections.
An investigation into the ways in which political parties, such as the Indian National
Congress (INC), interact with voters and influence their perspectives through the use of
campaign techniques, policy promises, and party beliefs is probably something that the author
covers. For the purpose of comprehending the ways in which political messages and
interactions influence voter behavior in Haryana, a state that is characterized by a wide range
of socio-economic and cultural dynamics, this kind of research is absolutely necessary. There
is a possibility that the study would emphasize problems such as caste affiliations, economic
policies, and initiatives for local government as key elements that influence political
decisions made by voters. Sihag's work likely helps to a better understanding of the electoral
methods employed by political parties in Haryana and the degree to which they are successful
in gaining voter support. This is accomplished through the analysis of voter perceptions.
Kumar et al. (2019) focuses on the votes cast during the Lok Sabha elections that took place
in Haryana in 2009. The significance of this study cannot be overstated when it comes to
comprehending the more general patterns of voter behaviour in the state, particularly in
elections held at the national level. The writers most likely make use of statistical
methodologies in order to investigate the elements that influence voting decisions among the
voters. These factors include socio-economic status, caste dynamics, and political ties
between individuals. It is possible that their findings would provide light on the manner in
which particular political parties, such as the INC, systematically target voter groupings by
taking into account regional issues, developmental policies, and past voting trends. This kind
of research is extremely helpful in charting electoral trends and projecting future voting
habits in the complicated political landscape of Haryana.
Sharma, H. M et.al (2021) Despite the fact that this article is mostly focused on Delhi, the
insights it provides into urban politics may also be applicable to the comprehension of urban
dynamics present in Haryana. It is likely that Sharma & Sharma investigate topics such as the
difficulties of governance, the administration of municipal governments, and the dynamics of
political parties in urban environments. It is possible that this study would address the ways
in which urbanization affects political behaviors and party support. This study may be
comparable to urban centers in Haryana such as Gurgaon and Faridabad. Through the
examination of urban political dynamics, the authors offer comparative insights that have the
potential to enhance our comprehension of the political events that have taken place in both
Delhi and Haryana.
Paled, A. V (2021). The research conducted by Peled most likely focuses on the
administrative functions and political techniques employed by urban political parties. This
information can be extrapolated to gain a better understanding of Haryana's urban areas using
the same principles. It is possible that the study will investigate how urban parties deal with
issues such as the development of infrastructure, the delivery of public services, and
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community participation in order to protect their electoral support. For the purpose of
evaluating how political parties such as the INC interact with urban voters in Haryana's
developing urban centers, it is essential to have a solid understanding of these dynamics.
Singh, M. P. (2018). It is possible that the Singh study offers a more comprehensive
overview of politics at the state level in India, including insights that can be utilized for the
purpose of comprehending the political dynamics in Haryana. Understanding the role that
parties like the INC play in Haryana's socio-political setting requires an understanding of the
governance institutions, party systems, and policy frameworks that affect state-level politics.
The author may describe these aspects, which are essential for this understanding.
3. SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE OF RURAL HARYANA
The agrarian economy and varying levels of modernization have given rural Haryana a
unique socioeconomic character. Agriculture is the backbone of rural life, with wheat, rice,
cotton, and sugarcane being the principal crops farmed in different parts of the country.
Maintaining agricultural productivity requires the state's irrigation infrastructure, which
consists of canal networks from the Yamuna and Ghaggar rivers. Raising cattle, dairying, and
poultry are significant economic activities that sustain the health and vitality of the rural
economy.
3.1.The demographic makeup of Haryana's rural areas
A wide range of caste groupings and communities, each with its own sociocultural practices
and political inclinations, may be found living in rural Haryana. The vast majority of people
are employed in agriculture and related industries, and most of them reside in rural areas.
Caste-based identities typically influence election behaviour and party memberships, which
in turn influences socio-political dynamics. The demographic mix includes backward classes
(OBCs), scheduled castes (SCs), and other communities; each is significant for political
strategies and election outcomes.
Table 1: Demographic Profile of Rural Haryana

Demographic Details
Category
Population Predominantly Jats (40%), Brahmins (20%), Rajputs (15%),
Distribution Scheduled Castes (SCs) (25%); varies by district.

Gender Composition

Male (60%), Female (40%); varying participation in socio-economic
and political activities by region.

Age Structure 0-14 years (30%), 15-59 years (60%), 60 years and above (10%);
youthful population influencing labor patterns and education needs.

Educational Literacy rate: 70%; disparities with higher rates in urban fringe areas

Attainment and lower rates in remote rural regions.

Occupational Agriculture (55%), Livestock farming (15%), Small-scale industries

Diversity (10%), Service sectors (20%); reflects economic diversity across

districts.

Caste and Community
Affiliations

Jats (30%), Brahmins (10%), Rajputs (15%), SCs (25%), Others
(20%); caste dynamics impacting social identities and political
alignments.

3.2.Economic Activity and Patterns of Livelihood

The economy of rural Haryana also includes small-scale enterprises, handicrafts, and cottage
industries in addition to agriculture. The region is well-known for producing agricultural
equipment, leather items, textiles, and pottery, all of which contribute to employment and
economic diversity in the area. Initiatives to industrialize and build infrastructure are intended
to improve livelihoods and economic prospects for rural communities, even though
agriculture remains the primary sector.
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Figure 2: Haryana state debt liability

3.3.Infrastructure for Healthcare and Education
Significant disparities exist in rural Haryana regarding access to healthcare and educational
services, which have an impact on indicators of socioeconomic development and quality of
life. Although there are many basic and secondary education facilities, there are still
disparities in educational quality that affect literacy rates and skill development. Healthcare
services, such as hospitals and primary health centers, are impacted by challenges of
accessibility and sufficiency, particularly in remote rural areas. The important role that
government initiatives and policies targeted at enhancing these sectors play in influencing
voter views and electoral outcomes highlights the importance of socioeconomic development
in influencing political support and governance agendas.

4. SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTORS INFLUENCING CONGRESS PARTY

SUPPORT

Support for the Indian National Congress (INC) is strongly correlated with a number of
socioeconomic factors that affect voter preferences and political allegiances in rural Haryana.
Acquiring an understanding of these factors offers a deeper comprehension of the dynamics
pertaining to political support and election outcomes within the region.

4.1.Income Distribution and Economic Status
Economic status and income inequality are two major elements that impact political
preferences in rural Haryana. The way that political parties approach economic policies and
development plans varies according to how affluent landowners are compared to laborers
without access to property or small farmers. People in lower economic situations who desire
greater social welfare benefits and economic opportunities typically vote for the INC since it
is known for backing measures aimed at eradicating poverty and advancing rural
development. Caste relations and income disparities are commonly linked because
individuals who are economically disadvantaged typically support political parties that
promote social justice and equitable economic growth.

4.2.Attainment Levels in Education
The educational attainment levels of voters in rural Haryana have a substantial impact on
their political knowledge and ideological affiliation. Higher literacy rates and better access to
excellent education are often associated with an informed populace that evaluates political
platforms and policy promises critically. Communities looking to improve their knowledge
and skills in order to attain socioeconomic mobility resonate with the INC's focus on
educational reforms and initiatives to increase educational accessibility. Regional disparities
in educational achievement may impact voting patterns, with less developed areas possibly
endorsing political parties that promote educational opportunities and reforms.

4.3.Career and Employment Trends
There is a wide range of employment and occupation patterns in rural Haryana, including
small-business ownership, government employment, and service sector employment. Thanks
to policies that support labor welfare, employment-generating projects, and agricultural
reforms, the INC is often well-liked by a wide range of occupational groupings. Rural voters
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are particularly sensitive to policies that affect farm profits, agricultural subsidies, and the
development of rural infrastructure because a significant portion of them are from agricultural
communities. Because of its long history of supporting pro-farmer policies and rural
development initiatives, the party enjoys a higher base of support among rural residents who
depend on agriculture and related businesses.

WHAT IS THE LAW?

The Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates Act,
2020, is the new law which ensures 75 per cent reservation
for local youth in private jobs that offer a salary of less than

Rs 30,000 a month

WHO WILLIT IMPACT?
IT/ITES, automobile and textile sectors which operate in
the state. These sectors depend on talent pool sourced
from across the country

WHY DOES THE GOVERNMENT
WANT THE LAW?

Unemployment is high in Haryana. infact in recent months,
the state hos consistently topped the unemployment rate
list among states in India.
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Figure 3: Haryana Employment Acts
5. CULTURAL AND SOCIAL FACTORS
Cultural and Social Factors: Voter alliances and party support in rural Haryana are
determined by historical and social identities, with caste and community affiliations having a
significant impact on political preferences. In order to gain electoral support, the Indian
National Congress (INC) and other political organizations deliberately interact with caste
groups by providing them with representation and specific programs. Election results are
influenced by changing patterns of women's political engagement, which highlights the
importance of gender dynamics. Despite patriarchal conventions, female voters find
resonance in the INC's stance on gender equality, which influences their election decisions.
Furthermore, religious considerations affect political preferences, since voter allegiance is
impacted by opinions about the protection of religious freedoms and communal identities.
Voters desiring inclusive governance are drawn to the INC's secular position, which balances
religious sensitivity with support for pluralism and socioeconomic development in rural
areas.
6. CONCLUSION
This study has shown that in rural Haryana, socioeconomic characteristics including
occupation, educational attainment, and economic status have a big impact on people's
support for the Congress party. Agrarian groups identify strongly with the party's historical
emphasis on pro-farmer policies and rural development programs; caste dynamics and gender
considerations also significantly influence electoral outcomes. Future prospects for the
Congress party in rural Haryana will depend on how well it can modify policies to deal with
socioeconomic inequality in the area, improve the infrastructure for healthcare and education,
and successfully interact with a wide range of community interests. Through a deliberate
alignment with these elements and a focus on inclusive development, the Congress party may
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enhance its grassroots support and adeptly negotiate the intricate political terrain of rural
Haryana.
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