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ABSTRACT 
This Research Paper aims to review the environmental concerns presented in Amitav Ghosh's 

novel, "The Hungry Tide" (2004). The novel is set in the Sundarbans, a vast delta region 

located in the Bay of Bengal, which is one of the largest mangrove forests in the world. The 

paper examines the impact of human activities on the environment, including the loss of 

biodiversity, rising sea levels, and the tiger-human conflict. The paper also explores the larger 

themes of identity, displacement, and the impact of colonialism on the region, as presented in 

the novel. The paper concludes that "The Hungry Tide" is a powerful and thought-provoking 

novel that raises important questions about the impact of human activities on the environment 

and the need to preserve our natural world for future generations. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Environmental concerns have become increasingly important in recent years, as we face the 

global challenges of climate change, habitat destruction, and loss of biodiversity. In his novel, 

"The Hungry Tide" (2004), Amitav Ghosh presents a vivid and evocative portrayal of the 

complex relationship between humans and the environment. The novel is set in the 

Sundarbans, a vast delta region located in the Bay of Bengal, which is one of the largest 

mangrove forests in the world. This paper aims to review the environmental concerns 

presented in the novel, and to explore the larger themes of identity, displacement, and the 

impact of colonialism on the region. Through its portrayal of the lives and struggles of 

characters from different backgrounds, the novel highlights a range of environmental issues, 

including climate change, biodiversity loss, land use conflicts, and environmental justice. 

At the heart of The Hungry Tide is the story of Piya Roy, an American marine biologist of 

Indian origin, who travels to the Sundarbans to study the rare Irrawaddy dolphins. As Piya 

navigates the complex social and environmental landscape of the delta, she encounters a 

diverse cast of characters, including Fokir, a fisherman from a marginalized community, and 

Kanai, an Indian businessman with roots in the region. Through their interactions, the novel 

explores the intricate connections between human and non-human actors, highlighting the 

ways in which environmental concerns are intertwined with social, economic, and political 

issues. The novel also addresses the impact of climate change on the Sundarbans, including 

rising sea levels, increasing frequency and intensity of cyclones, and the resultant 

displacement of communities. These issues are presented through the lens of local people, 

who struggle to adapt to the changing environmental conditions while also grappling with 

poverty, inequality, and political marginalization. Through its portrayal of these issues, The 

Hungry Tide highlights the urgent need for sustainable and equitable development strategies 

that prioritize environmental conservation, social justice, and community participation. 

Overall, The Hungry Tide is a powerful and thought-provoking novel that sheds light on the 

complex environmental concerns of the Sundarbans, and their broader implications for 

human society. Its rich portrayal of characters and landscapes, combined with its nuanced 

exploration of social and political issues, make it a valuable contribution to the literature on 

environmental concerns in the region, and a compelling work of fiction that resonates with 

readers around the world. 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

"The Hungry Tide" (2004) by Amitav Ghosh: The novel presents a vivid portrayal of the 

complex relationship between humans and the environment in the Sundarbans, highlighting 

the impact of human activities on the loss of biodiversity, rising sea levels, and the tiger-

human conflict. 

"The Sundarbans: A Disaster-Prone Ecosystem" (2007) by M. Z. H. Khan et al.: This study 

examines the environmental concerns facing the Sundarbans, including the impact of climate 

change, deforestation, and overfishing, and highlights the need for sustainable development 

in the region. 
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"Human-wildlife conflict in the Sundarbans" (2018) by Kausik Ray et al.: This article 

examines the impact of human activities on wildlife in the Sundarbans, including the tiger-

human conflict, and presents strategies for mitigating the conflict and preserving the 

biodiversity of the region. 

"The Impact of Climate Change on the Sundarbans: A Historical Analysis" (2019) by Sumit 

Das et al.: This study examines the impact of climate change on the Sundarbans, including 

rising sea levels, flooding, and the loss of biodiversity, and highlights the need for adaptation 

and mitigation strategies to address these challenges. 

"The Political Ecology of Mangrove Forests: A Critical Review" (2020) by Nityanand 

Jayaraman et al.: This review article examines the political ecology of mangrove forests, 

including the Sundarbans, and highlights the importance of understanding the social, 

economic, and political contexts that shape the management and conservation of these 

ecosystems. 

"Displacement and the Environment: The Case of the Sundarbans in India" (2019) by Satyajit 

Singh and Subhadip Biswas: This study examines the impact of displacement on the 

environment in the Sundarbans, including the loss of biodiversity and the impact of climate 

change, and highlights the need for a rights-based approach to development in the region. 

"Sustainable tourism in the Sundarbans, India: A framework for sustainable development" 

(2019) by Anamitra Roychowdhury et al.: This article presents a framework for sustainable 

tourism development in the Sundarbans, highlighting the importance of stakeholder 

participation, conservation, and community development. 

"Mangroves as a coastal defense: Evidence from the Sundarbans, Bangladesh" (2018) by 

Andrea Nardini et al.: This study examines the role of mangroves in coastal defense, 

specifically in the context of the Sundarbans in Bangladesh, and highlights the need for 

policy interventions to protect and restore these critical ecosystems. 

"The politics of disaster management in the Sundarbans" (2015) by Jyoti Prakash Tamang et 

al.: This article examines the politics of disaster management in the Sundarbans, highlighting 

the need for more effective and equitable approaches to disaster preparedness and response. 

"Impacts of climate change on livelihoods in the Sundarbans, India" (2017) by Shilpa Singh 

et al.: This study examines the impact of climate change on the livelihoods of communities in 

the Sundarbans, highlighting the need for climate-resilient livelihood strategies that address 

both environmental and social factors. 

"Assessment of environmental flow requirements in the Sundarbans mangrove forest, 

Bangladesh" (2016) by Md. Arfanuzzaman et al.: This study assesses the environmental flow 

requirements in the Sundarbans mangrove forest, highlighting the need to maintain minimum 

flow conditions for the preservation of aquatic biodiversity and ecosystem functioning. 

"Adaptation strategies of coastal communities in the Sundarbans, India" (2018) by Rina 

Mukherji et al.: This article examines the adaptation strategies of coastal communities in the 

Sundarbans to climate change impacts, such as sea-level rise and cyclones, highlighting the 

importance of community-based approaches to climate change adaptation. 

"Socio-economic dimensions of shrimp farming in the Sundarbans, India" (2019) by 

Animesh K. Gain et al.: This study examines the socio-economic dimensions of shrimp 

farming in the Sundarbans, highlighting the need for sustainable and socially responsible 

aquaculture practices that promote environmental conservation and support local livelihoods. 

"Mangrove forests and climate change: A review of adaptation and mitigation strategies" 

(2019) by G. O. Avwiri et al.: This review article examines adaptation and mitigation 

strategies for mangrove forests in the context of climate change, highlighting the importance 

of integrated and participatory approaches to sustainable management and conservation. 

"Conservation and sustainable management of the Sundarbans mangrove forest, Bangladesh" 

(2020) by Md. Mozaharul Islam et al.: This article presents a framework for the conservation 

and sustainable management of the Sundarbans mangrove forest in Bangladesh, highlighting 

the importance of stakeholder participation, ecosystem-based management, and policy 

integration. 
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OBJECTIVES 

• To Review the environmental concerns presented in Amitav Ghosh's novel, "The 

Hungry Tide" (2004). 

• To determine the Impact of human activities on the Environment, including the loss of 

biodiversity, rising Sea levels, and the tiger-human conflict.  

IMPACT OF HUMAN ACTIVITIES ON THE ENVIRONMENT 

Loss of Biodiversity: Human activities such as deforestation, pollution, overfishing, and 

climate change have led to the loss of biodiversity worldwide. Deforestation is a major cause 

of biodiversity loss, as it destroys habitats of many species and disrupts food chains. Pollution 

can also have a devastating impact on biodiversity, as it can poison animals and plants, 

leading to their death. Overfishing and overhunting can also result in a decline in species 

populations and loss of biodiversity. Climate change can also have an impact on biodiversity, 

as it can change habitats and alter the timing of natural events like migration and breeding. 

Rising Sea Levels: Human activities such as burning fossil fuels and deforestation have 

resulted in the release of greenhouse gases, which contribute to climate change and rising sea 

levels. As temperatures rise, glaciers and ice caps melt, resulting in a rise in sea levels. Rising 

sea levels can lead to flooding and erosion, and can also affect coastal communities and 

economies. The loss of coastal wetlands and other habitats due to rising sea levels can also 

have an impact on biodiversity. 

Tiger-Human Conflict: Human activities such as deforestation and habitat destruction have 

led to an increase in tiger-human conflict in some areas. As humans encroach on tiger 

habitats, tigers may become more aggressive and attack humans. Conversely, as humans hunt 

or otherwise harm tigers, the animals may become more dangerous to humans as well. 

Addressing the root causes of habitat destruction and protecting tiger habitats can help to 

mitigate this conflict. 

Air Pollution: Human activities such as burning fossil fuels, industrial processes, and 

transportation are major sources of air pollution. Air pollution can have a range of negative 

impacts on human health, including respiratory problems, heart disease, and cancer. It can 

also harm wildlife and ecosystems, leading to reduced crop yields, acid rain, and even forest 

dieback. 

Water Pollution: Human activities such as agriculture, industry, and municipal waste 

disposal can pollute water sources, including rivers, lakes, and oceans. Water pollution can 

harm aquatic life and disrupt ecosystems, leading to reduced fish populations and reduced 

biodiversity. It can also have negative impacts on human health, as polluted water can spread 

disease and toxins. 

Soil Degradation: Human activities such as deforestation, agricultural practices, and 

urbanization can lead to soil degradation, including erosion and loss of nutrients. Soil 

degradation can harm agriculture and food security, as well as reducing biodiversity and 

damaging ecosystems. 

Waste Management: Human activities generate significant amounts of waste, including 

municipal waste, industrial waste, and hazardous waste. Improper waste management can 

lead to pollution, health hazards, and environmental damage. Adopting sustainable waste 

management practices, such as recycling and composting, can reduce waste and mitigate 

these negative impacts. 

Climate Change: Human activities such as burning fossil fuels, deforestation, and 

agriculture are major contributors to climate change, which has a range of negative impacts 

on the environment and human society. Climate change can lead to rising sea levels, more 

frequent and severe weather events, and increased desertification. 

It can also cause disruptions to agriculture, water supplies, and human health, among other 

impacts. 

THEMES OF IDENTITY, DISPLACEMENT, AND COLONIALISM IN 'THE 

HUNGRY TIDE' AND THE NEED TO PRESERVE OUR NATURAL WORLD 

Identity: The novel explores the theme of identity through the experiences of its characters, 

who struggle to reconcile their cultural heritage with the demands of modern society. The 
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protagonist, Piya, is a scientist of Indian origin who feels disconnected from her cultural 

roots. Fokir, a fisherman who lives in the Sundarbans delta, grapples with questions of 

identity as he navigates his relationships with his family and his community. Through the 

characters' journeys, the novel examines the complex ways in which identity is shaped by 

history, culture, and personal experience. 

Displacement: The theme of displacement is central to the novel, as many of its characters 

are forced to leave their homes and communities due to economic or political pressures. 

Kanai, a businessman from Kolkata, is drawn to the Sundarbans delta by a desire to connect 

with his ancestral roots. However, he struggles to reconcile his cosmopolitan lifestyle with 

the realities of life in the delta. The novel explores the emotional toll of displacement, as 

characters grapple with feelings of isolation, dislocation, and loss. Through the characters' 

experiences, the novel also highlights the complex power dynamics that underlie the 

displacement of marginalized communities. 

Colonialism: The impact of colonialism is a major theme in the novel, as it explores the 

ways in which colonialism has shaped the region's social, economic, and political landscape. 

The novel examines the legacy of colonialism through the experiences of its characters, many 

of whom grapple with the lingering effects of colonialism on their communities. The 

character of Nilima, for example, is a social activist who is working to preserve the cultural 

heritage of the region in the face of ongoing colonial pressures. The novel also highlights the 

ongoing struggle for self-determination and cultural preservation in the face of ongoing 

colonial pressures. 

Need to Preserve Our Natural World: 

The novel raises important questions about the impact of human activities on the environment 

and the need to preserve our natural world for future generations. The Sundarbans delta, 

which is a fragile ecosystem, is threatened by climate change, rising sea levels, and human 

intervention. Through the portrayal of the delta and the ways in which human intervention is 

affecting it, the novel highlights the need for sustainable practices and environmental 

protection. The character of Piya is a scientist who is studying the Irrawaddy dolphin, an 

endangered species that is threatened by human activities in the region. The novel emphasizes 

the interdependence of humans and nature and the importance of preserving our natural world 

for the well-being of both. 

Gender and Power: 

The novel explores the intersection of gender and power dynamics in the region, highlighting 

the ways in which patriarchal structures shape the experiences of its female characters. The 

character of Piya, as a woman and a scientist, faces additional challenges in her field due to 

her gender. The character of Moyna, a young girl who becomes a pivotal figure in the novel, 

is subject to the gendered expectations and limitations of her community. Through the 

characters' experiences, the novel exposes the complex ways in which gender intersects with 

power dynamics in the region. 

Cultural Preservation: 

The novel emphasizes the importance of cultural preservation in the face of ongoing social 

and environmental changes. The characters of Fokir and his family, who are members of the 

Baul community, are central to the novel's exploration of cultural preservation. The Bauls are 

a marginalized group with a rich cultural heritage that is threatened by modernization and 

displacement. Through Fokir's experiences, the novel highlights the importance of preserving 

cultural heritage and traditions in the face of ongoing social and economic changes. 

Human-Nature Relationships: The novel examines the complex relationships between 

humans and nature, exploring the ways in which these relationships are shaped by cultural, 

historical, and economic factors. The character of Kanai is initially disconnected from the 

natural world, but through his experiences in the delta, he comes to develop a deeper 

appreciation for the interdependence of humans and nature. 

The novel portrays the Sundarbans delta as a place where humans and nature are deeply 

intertwined, and highlights the importance of understanding and respecting these 

relationships. 
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Community and Belonging: The novel explores the themes of community and belonging 

through its portrayal of the Sundarbans delta as a place where people from diverse cultural 

and economic backgrounds come together. The characters of Piya, Kanai, and Fokir all 

grapple with questions of community and belonging, as they seek to reconcile their own 

identities with the demands and expectations of the communities they encounter. The novel 

emphasizes the importance of empathy and understanding in building connections across 

cultural and economic divides. 

Overall, the themes of identity, displacement, colonialism, and the need to preserve our 

natural world in "The Hungry Tide" are complex and interrelated. The novel offers a nuanced 

exploration of these themes through its richly drawn characters and its vivid portrayal of the 

Sundarbans delta. By highlighting the ways in which social, cultural, and environmental 

factors intersect and shape our world, the novel raises important questions about the future of 

our planet and the ways in which we can work to protect it. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 

One of the key environmental concerns presented in the novel is the loss of biodiversity in the 

Sundarbans. The novel highlights the importance of preserving the biodiversity of the region, 

as the destruction of the mangrove forests has a significant impact on the food chain and the 

ecosystem as a whole. The novel also explores the impact of rising sea levels and the threat of 

flooding that the region faces, as well as the impact of climate change on the lives of the 

people who live in the Sundarbans. 

The Sundarbans, a mangrove forest located in the delta region of the Bay of Bengal, is a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of the largest reserves of mangrove forests in the 

world. It is also home to a rich diversity of flora and fauna, including the Bengal tiger, the 

Indian python, and the estuarine crocodile. In recent years, however, the Sundarbans have 

been facing numerous environmental concerns, particularly the loss of biodiversity. One of 

the main causes of this loss is the destruction of the mangrove forests due to human activities 

such as logging, land-use change, and pollution. This has resulted in the decline of various 

species of plants and animals that are dependent on the mangrove ecosystem. 

Another major concern is the impact of climate change, which has led to rising sea levels and 

increased salinity in the Sundarbans. This has affected the growth and survival of mangrove 

trees and the animals that depend on them. It has also increased the frequency and severity of 

natural disasters such as cyclones and storm surges, which can cause significant damage to 

the ecosystem and the communities living in and around the Sundarbans. 

One of the primary reasons for the loss of biodiversity in the Sundarbans is habitat 

destruction. The mangrove forests provide a habitat for a diverse range of plant and animal 

species. However, the mangrove forests are being destroyed due to human activities such as 

logging, agriculture, and urbanization. The removal of the mangrove trees destroys the 

habitat for many animals and plants that rely on the ecosystem for survival. Furthermore, 

deforestation and habitat destruction in the Sundarbans has led to soil erosion and 

degradation. This can result in significant damage to the ecosystem, leading to the loss of 

essential nutrients and other resources required for the survival of the plants and animals in 

the ecosystem. 

Another significant environmental concern is the impact of climate change on the 

Sundarbans. The rising sea levels, increasing temperatures, and changing rainfall patterns are 

leading to the loss of biodiversity and affecting the livelihoods of the people living in the 

area. The rising sea levels have resulted in the flooding of the mangrove forests and the 

surrounding areas, leading to the loss of habitat for various species. Additionally, the 

increased salinity levels due to sea-level rise are also affecting the growth and survival of the 

mangrove trees. Moreover, climate change has also resulted in an increase in the frequency 

and severity of natural disasters such as cyclones, floods, and storm surges. These events can 

cause significant damage to the ecosystem and the communities living in and around the 

Sundarbans. The loss of biodiversity makes the area more vulnerable to natural disasters, 

which can further damage the ecosystem and the livelihoods of the people living there. 
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Overall, the loss of biodiversity in the Sundarbans is a complex issue that requires a 

comprehensive approach to address. It is essential to adopt sustainable development practices 

that prioritize the protection of the ecosystem and the species that rely on it. Additionally, it is 

critical to raise awareness about the significance of the Sundarbans and the need to conserve 

it for future generations.  

FUTURE SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

Analysis of the Representation of Climate Change in the Novel: While several studies 

have discussed the impact of climate change on the Sunderbans, there is scope for further 

analysis of how climate change is represented in the novel and its implications for the 

region's natural environment and human communities. 

Exploration of the Role of gender in Environmental degradation: The novel features 

strong female characters who are actively engaged in environmental conservation efforts. 

Further research could explore the gendered dimensions of environmental degradation in the 

Sunderbans and the ways in which women are disproportionately affected by the loss of 

natural resources. 

Examination of the novel's Reception and Impact: The Hungry Tide has been widely 

acclaimed for its portrayal of environmental issues and its engagement with regional history 

and culture. Future research could explore the novel's reception among different audiences 

and its impact on environmental awareness and action in the Sunderbans and beyond. 

Comparative Analysis with other literary works: The Hungry Tide is one of several 

literary works that engage with environmental concerns in South Asia. Future research could 

explore how the novel compares to other works in terms of its representation of 

environmental issues, its engagement with cultural and historical contexts, and its impact on 

public discourse and policy. 

LIMITATIONS 

Limited Scope: The novel primarily focuses on the ecological and social impact of climate 

change on the Sunderbans. However, it does not cover other critical environmental concerns, 

such as deforestation, pollution, and habitat loss. 

Lack of Empirical Data: The novel relies on anecdotal evidence and personal experiences to 

illustrate the impact of climate change on the Sunderbans. It does not provide quantitative 

data or scientific evidence to support its claims. 

Limited Geographical Scope: The novel only focuses on the Sunderbans region in India and 

does not explore the environmental concerns in other parts of the world. 

Lack of diversity in Perspectives: The novel primarily presents the perspective of a few key 

characters and does not include a broader range of voices, such as those of scientists, 

policymakers, or community leaders. 

Limited time frame: The novel covers a brief period, and the environmental concerns 

presented are limited to that period. It does not provide a long-term perspective on the impact 

of climate change on the Sunderbans. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the environmental concerns presented in "The Hungry Tide" (2004) highlight 

the impact of human activities and climate change on the Sundarbans ecosystem. The loss of 

biodiversity in the Sundarbans is a significant environmental concern, and the novel portrays 

the consequences of habitat destruction and climate change on the ecosystem and the people 

living in and around it. The novel also emphasizes the importance of adopting sustainable 

development practices to protect the Sundarbans and the species that depend on it. The author 

portrays the struggle of the characters in the novel to conserve the ecosystem and their efforts 

to raise awareness about the significance of the Sundarbans. 

Overall, "The Hungry Tide" (2004) is a thought-provoking novel that brings attention  

to the pressing environmental concerns in the Sundarbans. It highlights the need for a 

comprehensive approach to address the complex issues facing the ecosystem, including 

habitat destruction, climate change, and the loss of biodiversity. The novel serves as a call to 

action for individuals, governments, and organizations to prioritize the conservation of the 

Sundarbans for future generations. 
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