
International Advance Journal of Engineering, Science and Management (IAJESM) 

ISSN -2393-8048, July-December 2022, Submitted in December 2022, iajesm2014@gmail.com 

 Volume-18, Issue-SE  112 

Exploring Social Work Education in India: An Investigation into 

Campaign Perspectives 
Smrutisudha Nayak, Research Scholar, Department of Social work, Sun Rise University 

Dr. Ayesha Jabeen, Assistant Professor, Department of Social work, Sun Rise University 

Abstract 
With a focus on the incorporation of campaign and advocacy viewpoints into its curriculum, 

pedagogy, and societal involvement, this study explores the changing terrain of social work 

education in India. In the past, social work education has been essential to tackling social 

injustices, strengthening underprivileged groups, and promoting structural change. Campaigns 

and advocacy initiatives are essential for influencing policy changes, forming public opinion, 

and galvanizing support for a range of social problems at the local level. The study analyzes 

the degree to which various campaign viewpoints are incorporated into Indian social work 

curricula and assesses how well they prepare students to tackle urgent social issues. It delves 

deeper into the connections between grassroots initiatives and academic institutions, 

showcasing successful case studies that show how these partnerships may have a 

revolutionary effect. Significant obstacles still exist in spite of these encouraging 

intersections, such as the inability to incorporate real-world campaign experience into 

academic curricula, the absence of exposure to actual advocacy campaigns for students, and 

the lack of funding for campaign-based training. In support of a more practice-oriented 

approach that closes the gap between theoretical understanding and field-based advocacy, 

this study emphasizes the urgent need for improvements in social work education. 

This study attempts to offer practical insights for educators, policymakers, and practitioners by 

conducting stakeholder interviews, a thorough evaluation of the body of existing literature, 

and an analysis of effective campaign formats. It highlights how critical it is to match social 

work education to the ever-changing landscape of social movements in order to produce a 

new generation of social workers who can effect meaningful change. 

I. Introduction 

Social work education plays a vital role in fostering the knowledge, skills, and values needed 

to address pressing social issues and promote social justice. In India, where disparities in 

wealth, access to resources, and systemic inequalities persist, the field of social work has 

emerged as a powerful tool for empowering marginalized communities and advocating for 

systemic change. Campaigns and advocacy initiatives play a crucial role in this process by 

acting as stimulants to increase public awareness, shape public policy, and inspire groups of 

people to take action. 

Social work education's contribution to equipping students to participate in campaigns and 

advocacy has been more well-known in recent years. The necessity of integrating campaign 

perspectives into curricula to close the gap between theoretical understanding and real-world 

application is becoming more widely acknowledged by academic institutions. This shift is 

particularly significant in the Indian context, where grassroots movements and large-scale 

campaigns—such as Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and Beti Bachao Beti Padhao—have 

demonstrated the power of collective action in addressing critical social issues. 

However, integrating campaign-based approaches into social work education presents unique 

challenges. Traditional teaching methods often emphasize theoretical understanding over 

practical engagement, leaving students ill-equipped to navigate the complexities of real-world 

advocacy. A comprehensive, campaign-oriented curriculum is also hampered by the lack of 

cooperation between grassroots organizations and academic institutions. 

This paper aims to explore the current state of social work education in India, focusing on the 

extent to which campaign perspectives are integrated into teaching methodologies and 

fieldwork. By analyzing successful case studies and identifying existing gaps, this study seeks 

to provide actionable recommendations for aligning social work education with the dynamic 

and impactful nature of campaigns. It emphasizes the need of giving aspiring social workers 

the skills and knowledge they need to effect significant social change. 

Objectives of the study. 

• To analyze the current curriculum and pedagogy of social work education in India with 
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a focus on campaign-based approaches. 

• To explore the role of social work education in promoting social justice and addressing 

systemic inequalities through advocacy. 

• To identify successful case studies of campaigns involving social work practitioners and 

students in India. 

• To evaluate the challenges faced by academic institutions in incorporating practical 

campaign experiences into social work education. 

II. Literature Review 

The literature on social work education in India has evolved alongside the changing social 

and political landscape of the country. Social work education in India, rooted in a tradition of 

addressing social problems through community development, has increasingly integrated 

perspectives from advocacy and social justice. This section reviews the key themes in the 

existing literature on social work education, focusing on the role of campaigns and advocacy 

in shaping the curriculum and its impact on social change. 

Historical Development of Social Work Education in India 

Social work education in India began in the early 20th century, with institutions like the Tata 

Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) at the forefront. According to Sen and Ray (2017), the 

curriculum initially focused on welfare-oriented practices aimed at alleviating poverty and 

providing services to marginalized groups. Over the years, the focus shifted towards 

addressing structural inequalities, with an increasing emphasis on community empowerment, 

human rights, and social justice. 

Role of Campaigns in Social Work Education 

Campaigns have become an essential tool in advancing social work education, especially in 

the context of contemporary social challenges. Bedi (2019) argues that campaigns, whether 

focusing on health, education, gender equality, or environmental sustainability, help 

contextualize theoretical knowledge within real-world social movements. They also provide 

students with opportunities to engage with grassroots efforts, fostering skills in advocacy, 

mobilization, and leadership. 

Campaigns as Educational Tools 

Scholars such as Sharma (2018) highlight how campaigns have been used as experiential 

learning tools in social work education. Campaigns such as the "Beti Bachao Beti Padhao" 

initiative and "Swachh Bharat Abhiyan" have been instrumental in mobilizing communities 

and encouraging social change. These campaigns, which have both policy and grassroots 

elements, offer rich case studies for social work programs to incorporate into their curriculum. 

Challenges in Integrating Campaigns into Social Work Education While the potential of 

campaigns in social work education is widely acknowledged, several challenges remain. 

According to Joshi (2020), there is a significant gap between academic institutions and the 

grassroots organizations that run these campaigns. Many social work programs are still 

predominantly theory-driven, with limited field exposure to real-world campaigns. The lack 

of collaboration between universities, NGOs, and community organizations means that 

students often miss opportunities for hands-on engagement with ongoing social movements. 

The Role of Fieldwork and Internships in Campaign-Based Education Fieldwork has 

traditionally been an essential component of social work education. However, Sharma and 

Patel (2017) note that the nature of fieldwork in many Indian social work programs still 

focuses primarily on individual case management and welfare, with little emphasis on large-

scale campaigns or advocacy work. The need for internships and field placements that allow 

students to engage with campaigns directly is essential to bridging the gap between 

theoretical learning and practical application examining how social work education can 

bridge the gap between theoretical learning and practical social activism. According to 

Kumar and Sinha (2020), social work education in India has increasingly incorporated 

these national campaigns into its curriculum as part of fieldwork, where students gain 

hands-on experience in community mobilization, policy advocacy, and direct action. These 

campaigns serve not only as learning experiences but also as avenues for students to 

contribute to larger social movements. 
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Challenges in Integrating Campaign Perspectives into Social Work Education 

Despite the recognition of the importance of campaigns in social work, there are significant 

barriers to their integration into the curriculum. Gupta and Sharma (2017) identify the primary 

challenge as the lack of a structured approach to incorporating practical advocacy skills into 

academic programs. Social work education in India is often still heavily oriented toward 

theoretical understanding, with limited emphasis on equipping students with the necessary 

tools for real-world campaigning. This gap is exacerbated by a lack of collaboration between 

academic institutions and NGOs or grassroots organizations, which could provide students 

with experiential learning opportunities. Further, as pointed out by Rathi (2018), many social 

work programs still follow traditional models that do not reflect the contemporary challenges 

in the field. These include the increased reliance on digital media for advocacy, the need for 

advocacy skills in legislative change, and the growing significance of environmental and 

human rights issues that require campaign-based responses. Without aligning curricula to 

reflect such contemporary advocacy needs, students may be ill-prepared to navigate the 

complexities of modern social work. 

The Impact of Campaigns on Policy and Social Change 

The influence of campaigns on policy and societal transformation is well documented. In their 

study, Sharma and Patel (2020) emphasize how social workers, through their involvement in 

campaigns, play a critical role in shaping public policies that address societal issues such as 

poverty, gender equality, and healthcare. The successful use of campaigns to advocate for the 

rights of women, children, and marginalized communities has not only highlighted the 

importance of social work in societal change but also reinforced the need for an education 

system that prepares students to participate actively in such initiatives. 

Additionally, campaigns like "Right to Education" and "Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)" have been shaped by social work professionals 

and have influenced the larger discourse around social justice in India. As noted by Agarwal 

and Singh (2019), these campaigns provide powerful examples of how advocacy-based 

education in social work can lead to transformative societal change. 

Recommendations for Strengthening Social Work Education through Campaign 

Integration 

Several scholars have suggested models for strengthening the relationship between social 

work education and campaigns. According to Desai (2021), incorporating advocacy-focused 

internships, collaborations with NGOs, and exposure to ongoing national and international 

campaigns could offer students a deeper understanding of how to effect change. Additionally, 

integrating digital platforms for social work advocacy into the curriculum, as recommended 

by Jha and Singh (2021), could equip students with the tools necessary to navigate the 

increasingly digital landscape of social activism. 

III. Methodology 

Research design: Descriptive and exploratory study. 

Data collection: Secondary sources (academic journals, reports, policy documents) and 

primary sources (interviews with educators and campaign leaders). 

Analysis method: Qualitative thematic analysis. 

IV. Social Work Education in India 

Since its beginning in the early 20th century, social work education in India has experienced 

substantial change. In India, social work has developed into a profession dedicated to tackling 

complicated societal issues like poverty, inequality, gender discrimination, and human rights 

abuses. It is rooted in the principles of social justice, community service, and empowerment. 

An outline of the development, composition, and state of social work education in India is 

given in this section. 

The Evolution of History 

The first social work program was established at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) 

in Mumbai in 1936, marking the beginning of social work education in India. The British 

colonial model, which placed a strong emphasis on welfare services for underserved areas, 

had a significant impact on early social work courses. But after independence, attention turned 
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to resolving social justice concerns and giving people the tools they needed to fight for their 

rights. 

As the nation started down its post-colonial development path in the 1950s and 1960s, social 

work education started to adopt a more holistic approach, integrating social reform, rural 

welfare, and community development. TISS and other organizations started providing formal 

education around this time, which helped to professionalize social work practice in India. 

In general, the curriculum highlights the significance of social justice, human rights, and 

cultural sensitivity. The suitability of conventional pedagogical approaches for tackling 

today's societal issues is still up for dispute, though. A more practice-oriented curriculum that 

incorporates abilities like lobbying, policy analysis, and digital media participation within the 

educational framework is something that many social work academics support. According to 

Gupta and Verma (2020), modern social work education must also incorporate critical 

thinking, reflection, and the ability to navigate complex systems of power and governance. 

The Institutional Environment 

India has a growing network of institutions offering social work education, with notable 

institutions such as TISS, the University of Delhi, the Jamia Millia Islamia University, and the 

Banaras Hindu University leading the way. Over time, many regional and state-level 

universities have also begun offering social work programs to meet the demand for trained 

social workers across the country.However, despite the expansion of social work programs, 

there is a lack of uniformity in the quality of education offered across institutions. According 

to Sharma (2018), while top-tier institutions provide high-quality education with robust 

fieldwork components, many smaller universities and colleges struggle with limited resources, 

outdated curricula, and a lack of collaboration with grassroots organizations. This discrepancy 

often results in a significant variation in the level of training and expertise among graduates 

entering the workforce. 

Social Work Education's Function in Resolving Social Issues 

Social work education in India has traditionally focused on providing services to marginalized 

communities, including lower-caste groups, women, children, and rural populations. Over the 

years, the focus has expanded to include issues such as environmental sustainability, mental 

health, substance abuse, and human trafficking. Social work programs often involve students 

in research, community outreach, and advocacy projects to equip them with the skills 

necessary to influence policy and effect social change. 

In recent years, there has been growing emphasis on preparing students for advocacy roles, 

not just service provision. With the rise of social media and digital platforms, social work 

education is increasingly addressing how students can use these tools to mobilize 

communities, influence public opinion, and advocate for policy change. Campaigns like "Beti 

Bachao Beti Padhao" and "Swachh Bharat Abhiyan" have become case studies for social 

work educators to demonstrate how social movements can catalyze social change and how 

social workers can contribute to these movements. 

Challenges in Social Work Education 

Despite the growth and development of social work education in India, several challenges 

remain. The most pressing of these include: 

Lack of Integration with Grassroots Movements: There is often a disconnect between 

academic institutions and grassroots organizations, which limits opportunities for students to 

engage with real-world social activism and advocacy. Limited Curriculum Updates: As noted 

by Rathi (2018), social work curricula often remain static and fail to address emerging social 

issues, such as digital activism, environmental justice, and global migration. 

Fieldwork and Internship Limitations: Fieldwork, a crucial component of social work 

education, often lacks adequate supervision and support. Many students report 

inadequate exposure to hands-on experiences that would prepare them for the complexities of 

social work practice. 

Resource Constraints: Smaller institutions often struggle with a lack of infrastructure, 

qualified faculty, and funding to support robust social work programs. 

Future Directions for Social Work Education in India 
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To address these challenges, scholars and practitioners suggest several reforms. These 

include: 

Curricular Reforms: Incorporating more practice-oriented and campaign-based education that 

focuses on advocacy, policy change, and community mobilization. Stronger 

Collaborations with NGOs: Encouraging partnerships with non-governmental organizations 

and community groups to create opportunities for fieldwork and hands-on experience. 

Focus on Digital Platforms: Integrating training in digital advocacy, social media campaigns, 

and online community-building into social work programs. 

Expanding Research and Policy Advocacy: Encouraging students to engage in research 

projects that focus on influencing policy at the local, state, and national levels. 

V. Campaign Perspectives in Social Work Social Work Campaign Views 

A growing part of social work practice, campaigns give social workers a forum to promote 

structural reforms, increase public awareness of key issues, and inspire communities to take 

collective action. Campaigns are essential to social work's purpose to combat injustice, 

advance equality, and strengthen marginalized groups; they are not only instruments for 

raising awareness of concerns. This section examines the function of campaigns in social 

work, their theoretical foundations, and the ways in which they influence social work practice 

and education in India. 

Campaigns' Function in Social Work Practice 

Social workers can use campaigns as a dynamic tool to address issues that impact vulnerable 

and marginalized communities. Social justice has always been a preoccupation of social 

work, and campaigns offer a vehicle to act on this idea. Campaigns in social work, according 

to Chandra (2020), aid in elevating the voices of the oppressed and promoting social, 

political, and economic reforms that have an immediate effect on these areas. Issues including 

poverty, gender inequality, child rights, healthcare, and education are frequently the focus of 

campaigns, which can range from small awareness campaigns to nationwide movements. 

Social workers advocate, lobby, and educate the public through campaigns, frequently 

collaborating with grassroots organizations, governmental entities, and non-governmental 

organizations. Campaigns frequently seek to alter society norms, impact policymaking, and 

alter public perception. For instance, social workers' advocacy work was crucial to the 

"Right to Education" movement in India, which helped guarantee children's constitutional 

right to free education. 

Theoretical Foundations of Social Work Campaigns 

Social work campaigns are based on a number of important theoretical frameworks, including 

as critical social work theory, systems theory, and empowerment theory. According to 

empowerment theory, it's critical to give people and communities the resources, information, 

and instruments they need to stand up for their rights and improve their situation. This idea is 

embodied by campaigns that empower individuals to confront the structures that sustain their 

oppression and take an active role in the choices that impact their life. 

In contrast, systems theory sees society as a network of interrelated systems. It asserts that 

social concerns must be addressed within the framework of larger social, economic, and 

political processes rather than being understood in a vacuum. Therefore, campaigns target 

laws, regulations, and social norms that contribute to the marginalization of particular groups 

in an effort to change these larger systems of inequality. 

Social workers can examine established power structures, challenge the status quo, and 

promote revolutionary social change by using the perspective provided by critical social work 

theory. In this sense, campaigns are seen as means of advancing social justice by tackling 

the underlying causes of issues rather than merely their symptoms. Social workers are 

encouraged by critical social work to take part in initiatives that oppose oppression, advance 

equality, and defend the rights of underrepresented groups. 

Social Work Education Campaigns 

The significance of incorporating campaign-based tactics into social work curriculum has 

gained more attention in recent years. As social work educators and scholars like Desai 

(2019) have pointed out, the traditional social work curriculum often focuses on providing 
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direct services to individuals and communities, but it may not sufficiently prepare students for 

the advocacy work required to address structural inequalities. This gap is being addressed by 

incorporating campaigns as key components of the curriculum, providing students with 

opportunities to engage in real-world social justice work. 

Furthermore, some social work programs are incorporating digital media and online 

campaigning into the curriculum, given the growing role of social media in modern advocacy. 

Students are taught how to use digital platforms effectively to organize campaigns, engage 

with communities, and raise awareness about critical issues. 

Impact of Campaigns on Social Change 

The impact of campaigns on social change is significant, especially when they are backed by 

rigorous social work practices. Campaigns that focus on public health issues, for example, 

can change the way communities approach health practices and policies. A notable example 

in India is the "Swachh Bharat Abhiyan," a nationwide campaign aimed at improving 

sanitation and hygiene. Social workers and activists played an essential role in educating 

communities, advocating for policy changes, and organizing local cleanup efforts. 

Similarly, gender-focused campaigns like "Beti Bachao Beti Padhao" have raised awareness 

about the importance of educating and protecting the girl child. These campaigns have 

successfully mobilized communities and influenced policy decisions, contributing to a 

positive shift in societal attitudes toward gender equality and the rights of women and girls. 

The success of such campaigns can often be attributed to the collaboration between social 

workers, governmental organizations, and local communities. Social workers play an 

important role in these collaborations by ensuring that the voices of marginalized populations 

are heard and that campaigns remain inclusive and representative of the needs of all affected 

individuals. 

Another challenge is the lack of adequate training and resources for social workers to engage 

in advocacy and campaign work. While social work education has made strides in 

incorporating campaign perspectives, many students and practitioners still lack the necessary 

skills to run or manage large-scale advocacy campaigns. Financial and logistical constraints, 

such as insufficient funding, limited access to media platforms, and a lack of collaboration 

between different social service organizations, can also hinder the success of campaigns. 

Future Directions 

The future of campaigns in social work is likely to see greater use of digital platforms, as 

social media continues to grow in influence. Social workers can use these platforms to reach 

larger audiences, organize movements, and advocate for policy changes more effectively. 

Furthermore, the incorporation of campaigns into social work education must continue to 

evolve, ensuring that students are equipped with the necessary skills and knowledge to lead 

impactful campaigns that can address contemporary social issues. 

VII. Conclusion 

The curriculum and practice of social work education in India have changed dramatically as a 

result of initiatives and activism. Integrating campaign-based approaches is becoming 

increasingly important as the discipline continues to address difficult societal concerns like 

environmental sustainability, human rights, and inequality. Campaigns give social workers 

the resources they need to support underrepresented groups, sway legislative decisions, and 

promote social justice. 

By incorporating campaign viewpoints into social work education, future social workers will 

be better prepared to lead advocacy initiatives in addition to having the knowledge and 

abilities to deliver direct services, increasing the profession's relevance and effect. Social 

work programs can equip students to handle the changing social, political, and technological 

landscapes by embracing both traditional and digital campaigning techniques. 

The potential of campaigns to promote social change is still enormous, even in the face of 

obstacles like opposition from established structures, a lack of funding, and the requirement 

for more extensive fieldwork experiences. In order to address the urgent social concerns of 

our day, empower communities, and promote a more just and equitable society, India will 

need to continue to place a strong focus on campaigns in social work education and practice. 
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Social workers may remain at the vanguard of revolutionary social change by working 

together, advocating strategically, and emphasizing the voices of the oppressed. 
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